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Arcot Offering Authentication
Software

Arcot Systems Inc. of Sunnyvale, Calif., has
developed an authentication application that
uses Adobe Systems Inc.’s Flash software.

The software, ID Flash, is designed to provide
online authentication with any browser or
operating system, Arcot announced Wednesday.

To the end user, the software resembles
the typical username-password authentication
system, but the Flash element, typically used
to create multimedia Web applications, acts
as a “software-based smart card” for strong
authentication, Ram Varadarajan, Arcot’s co-
founder and chief executive, said in an inter-
view. “We are trying to move the world of

/

>

username-password to something better’

The only change that users might notice is a
more rigid authentication process when they
enroll with a financial company’s Web site. The
enrollment process could include such mea-
sures as calling the customer to determine if the
customer actually is at their computer attempting
to log in to the site. Once the user is authenticated,
the system will send a Flash program to the user
for subsequent sessions.

Unlike “cookies,” which store Web settings
for frequently-used sites, Arcot’s software
will not be deleted when users clear their

browser settings. — Daniel Wolfe
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For more information on ArcotID Flash Client, visit www.arcot.com/products/webfort
or email us at info@arcot.com
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